The following is Dr. Horatio Robinson Storer’s presentation to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences on December 14, 1868. It documents his extensive research on the reasons that the population was not increasing at the normal rate. He showed that frequent criminal abortion was a major factor. The paper upset Storer’s Boston physician colleagues who requested that Storer withhold publication. It was finally published nine years later.
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of population in Europe and America. ur

thus fir doseribed is such as political economists, almost without
exception, approve, and that in great measure it is owing to the
direct inflacace of their doctrines.

Tn his well known Essay on Population, Mr. Malthus remarks,
that “in the average state of a well peopled territory, there can-
not well be a worse sign than a large proportion of births, nor &
better sign than a small proportion.”

A host of other authorities might be quoted, but a fow ex-
tracts from a later wriler, standard in this country at present,
and taught in our universities, tll very lately in that of Cam-
bridge for instance, will suffice.

“We greatly deprecate,” says Mill, “an increaso of popula-
tion s rapid 4 the increase of production and accamulation.”t

“There is room in the world no doubt, und even in old coun-
tries, for an immense increase of population. But although it may
be iunocuons, T confess I see very litlo reason for desiring t.”

“1 sincerely hope, for the sake of posterity, that they will be
contnt obostationtr loogbeforsnecasity compols thm 01t"§

“IF the opinion were onco gencrally established among_ tho
Inboring class, that their welfare required a due regulation of the
‘mumbers of their familics, only those would exempt themselves
from it, who were in the habit of making light of social obliga-
tions generally.’|

“The principle contended for includes not only the laboring
classes, but all persons, except the few who, being able to give
their offspring the means of independent support during the
whole of life, do not leave them to swell the competition for em-
Ployment”§

W hen persons are once married, the idea never seems to en-
ter any onc’s mind, that having or not beving a fumily, or the
number of which it shall consist js at all amenable to their
own control. One would imagine that it was really, as the com-
mon phrases bave it Gods will and not their own, ‘which deci-
ded the number of their ofispring ™**

“In a place where thero is no room left for new establish-
ments,” says Sismondi, entirely ignoring the escapes offered by
emigration and the increased importation of food, “if & man has
eight children, he should belicve that unless siz of them die in
infancy, these and three of his own contemporaries, of each sex,
will be compelled to abstain from marriage, in consequence of his
own impradence"t

Haviog now espluined an important cause of the effocis I
have described, I return from the digression.

*Lecdtpms  fLeeduiasn 3 IS
i i, 237 i, ) 161 o Tbidy 452, fontans.

ToR/3 06 41 Kommesoe s amcmanis obias, b v h .
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Snoresing with the increse of the latr and with the progreas
of el sisnce, it has bos rapdly and seaily diisbi

I the disond of exisig et with the remaining propaitions
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Since 1505, when rouuras were s made 10 tho Regiry of
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i o i o Shor? space of evon yeam tho humber of foisl
desthn Now York,iready normode, ba vty neary doubled |

Tnow precnt  table showing the o of 1 brcs t 1o
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of Scino 1 10 1. To tho ity of Pars 1800-44, 1 10 143; i
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of population in Evrope and America. 181

While distriots more thinly populated gave, in 184145, 1 to
20, 1846-00, 10 37 0 L r O

Tn Belgium, duriog a similar period, the ratio was much the
same, 1t was, in 1841-43, in towns 1 0 161, in country 1 to
294}

Tho apparent discrepancy between city and country, noticed
as equally obtaining in Belgium and France, is probably owing
in great mensuro 1o grater negligenc of the couniey offials
in registering tho stll births.

Again, the total number of births at the full time in New
York in 1856 was 17,755 of these, 16,199 were living;} prov-
ing that of children ‘st the full time alone, seiting aside the
great number of viable children born prematarely, and the in-
Rumerabl carlie abortions ot Tecorded, 1 n overy 114 is born

ead.

Trom foreign statistics on a large scale, embodied in the table
we have already given, it is found that the proportion of i
birth does not in thoso'countries drop below 1 in 15, and this
in France; ranging from that number up to 1 in 30 or 40 of the
whole number of births reported.

Tn Geneva, out of 10,925 births occurring from 1824-88, 1,221
of them llegitimatz and thereforo to be supposed liable to & large

roentage of deaths from criminal causes, there were only 646
fotal deaths; a proportion of 1in 17.

Tn Belgium, there were 20,574 llegtimate births from 1841-43,
and of these 1,768 were born stll§ or 1 in 168,

Tn New York, from 183457, there were 48,328 births; and
5,981 still births, at the full time aud prematurely; or in other
words, 1 to every 81 was born dead.

In Massachusetts, tho ratio of still births, at the full ime and
premature, 1s compared with the living births in 1850, was 1 1o
15, In France it is 1 to 24, and in Ausirie 1 to 4. While
the proportion of stll births at the full time to the whole num-
ber is enormous and steadily increasing, s is the number of
known abortions and premature births.

The frequency of these occurrences reported from the practica
of physicians, and thus t a certain extent but not entirely,
likely to be of natural snd accidental origin, is as follows: in
41,699 cases registered by Colling, Beatty, LaChapelle, Churchill
and others, thero were 550 abortions and miscarriages. Here
all the abortions were known; their proportion was 1 to 76%.

In New York, from 185457, there were 48,323 births reporied
asat the full time and 1,196 premature. Hore all the abortions
were not known, probably but a very small fraction of them;
the proportion was 1 t0 404,

* De Jomé,lc. i, p. 20, Quotele, o, p. 152

£ City Tapector Regort for 1655, Compied fom Queelt, . 162

L ) 1
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152 H. R. Storer on the decreasing increase

In Massachusetts, the ratio of premature births to those at the
full time, as reconded in the registration reports, during the pe-
riod from 1850-56, was 1 10 26-1.

That the ratio of etil births and abortions, already o fright-
ful, is steadily inereasing, is also seen by tho following table; in
which we have compared the still births, supposable perhaps of
accidental value, with the genersl mortality, whose value is at
least a3 accidental.

Tartx X Raio of the Fatl to the generl mortality in New York

Toutdonte, P et Rt
180408 3 e
frentd a3 lages

188 1o

an4e e

ez + lelw

o1 Tt

Tn 1851, the ratio of fetal deaths in Massachusetts o the gen-
eral mortality was 1 to 18:8; in 1855, 1 to 104, larger than in
New York city a year later.” In a metropolis we should expeot.
the proportion to be greater than in astate at large; it is here less.

nally we compare the recorded prematare still births of
New York, with those stll at the fall ume.

In the feventeen yewrs from 1888-55, there were reported
17,287 still births at the fall time, and 2,710 stll prematarely;
the last bearing the proportion of 1 to 63,

In the nine years from 183847, omitting 1842 for the reason
that the ropota o the Regisrar for tha year wero confosedl
mperfuct, there wre 652 il premature births and 8,445 stll
at the full time; s yearly average of 1 to 102,

Tn the cight years from 1848-50, there were 2,078 premature
still births, and 10,762 still at the full time; an average of 1t05;
while in 1656, there were 867 still prematarely, sad 1,556 at the
fall time; or 1 to 4021

On the other hand, there were recorded in Massachusetts dur-
ing the 14 years and 8 months preceding 1855, 4,570 stil births.
and 11,716 premature births abd abortioos 1h ratlo betng 1
abortion to 3 etll births ; or in other words it would appear
from the staistics quoted, that tho comparaiive frequency of
abortions in Massachusctts s 18 times as geeat as in the worst
statistics of the city of New York |

Weare willing hiowever, we rejoies, to modify this statement,
38 in the corliest of the years quoted, returns from the city of
Boston seem to have been imperfect or wanting.  We therefore
confine oureelves 0 a more recent period.

From 1850-55, the registration being much more accurata
than before, and ts results compiled with tho greatest care, three
* Compild from ity Toapecor’s Sepoets fr 1855-6

Ve Regtration Reper 6ag, T o 1098

L e 1





image13.png
/' G The American Jounal of < x

‘On+the+Decrease+of+the+Rate+of+Increase+of+Populat [ 7| =

€ - € @ https//booksgoogle.com/books?id=ghVFAQAAMAAJ&pg =PAL41&d!

Google  "Onthe Decrease of the Rate of Increase of Population Now Obtaining in Europe E4

Books ela (B B[ 52 [ eo| | amomymmy v | | witereview Pagetss s < > oy

Previous Nets - Viewsl Clear search

Result 201 2in this book for "On the Decrease of the Rate of Increase of Population Now Obtaining in Europe and America’”

of population in Europe and Americe 159

years of the five by a noted statistician, Dr. Shurtlef, there
ere recorded in Massachusetts 2,076 siill births and 6,899 pre-
‘mature births and abortions, the ratio being 1 abortion 1o ' stll
births; in other words, the frequency of abortions as compared
with sill births at the full time is at least 8 times as great in
Massachusetta as in tho worst statistics of the city of New York*

Tuis allowed by political economists, by Mill and by Malthos
himself, that so much of the existing decrease as cannot other-
wise be explained, must bo attributcd to-influeuces generally
prevalent in Burope during earlier ages, and in Asia to the

resent time.  Thronghout Europe,” says Mill, * these causes
have much diminished, but they have nowhero ceased to exist.’
Severalof theso canses, slarvation, wars, disease, have boen
mamed by the nuthority now quoted, but the greatest of them
all is left unspoken.

The wilful destraction of living childret), at and before birth,
history declares to have obtained, and to  very great extent,
among all tho earlier nations of the world, the Jews alone ex-
cepted.  Aristotlet defends it, and Plato§ It is mentioned by
Juvenl| Ovid,§ Sencca and Cicero; and it is denounced by the
carly Christians** Tt was common in Europe through the mid-
dle agea, and sill prevails among the Mahometans, Chinese, Jap-
‘anese, Hindoos, and most of the nations of Africa and Polyne-
sia to'such an extent that it may well be doubted whether more
have ever perished in those countries by plague, by fumine and
the sword.

To is impossible that the facts T have quoted from present his-
tory can in any great measure be owing to natural causes alone.
They are wholly inexplible on any priniplos which do not
reooguize an amount of guilt at which humanity shudders.

W bave soen tha with us, in the absence of al infliences
that tend to keep down population in forcign countries, old and
crowded, and under the yoke of despotism, the effects attributa-
ble elsewhere to these canses, exist and to an exireme degree.
That the ratio of fwtal deaths to the population had swelled in
New York from 1 in 1683 in 1805 to 1 in 840 in 1849, while in
France at a later period, 1851, they were only 1 in 1000, Thatthe
‘actual number of fetal deaths in that city had in the 7 years from
1850-51, very nearly doubled. That the feetal deaths as com-

red with the total of births, clsewhero in statistics of illegit-
imacy alone, where the results are supposed worst and con-
fessed chiefly from crime, being 1 in 16:8 (Belgium), had here,

* The sbovo remarks are nat o be misnderstood. T Muachustt eghiration
Ban b conductd wih grater care han eaowbere Sobsequen nvetguions
e el i S (e et o ek sy
lherof o oo

Toe .

Travela of Anacharis, v, 210,

T ir
& Aumor, . #; Heroide, epit. 2.

L .
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184 H. R. Storer on the decreasing increase of population, ec.

Jogitimate and. natunl, resched tho fightfl o of 1 in 8
That the feotal deaths 43 compared with the total mortality, had
increased from 1 in 87 in 180, t0 1 in 18 in 1850. That the
reported early abortions, of which the greater pumber of course
escape regisiry, bear the ratio to the births of 1 in 40,
while elsswhere they are only 1 in 78, And finally, that early
abortions, bearing the proportion to the still births at the fall
time of 1 in 10 in 1846, bad increased to 1 in 4 in 1856.

So far the city of New York—a metropolis, and claiming pre-
&minence neither in morals nor religion. ~ On'the other hand in
Puritan Massachosetts, in the State at large, and therefore but Jit-
e affected by the statistics of its capital, which however would
by themselves probably be found corroborative of the main resalt,
we have seen that the ratio of stll births at the full time and
premature_as compared with the living births in 1850, was 1 to
166, In France it is 1 to 24, and in Austria 11040, ' That the
ratio of premature births to those  the full time, during the pe-
riod from 1850-56 was 1 to 26, while in New York city it i
ouly 11040, That the ratio of fetal deatbs to the general mor-
tality was 110 18 in 1851, and in 1856 1 to 104; while in Now
York ity s year ltar, it 1636, it wasonly 110 11 and. that
from 185055 the frequency of abortions 3 compared with still
births at the full time, was at least cight times as great as in the
worst statistios of the city of New York.

Few persons could have believed possible the existence of such
frightful statistios, the result toward which they must be con-
fessed inevitably o tend, or the dread cause from which they
spring. _ Either these statistics must be thrown aside as utterl
erroncous and worthless, or they must be acceped with their
conclusions. We would gladly do the former, but they present
100 many constant quantities in other respects as for instance, in
the regularly progreasive series of deaths and births as compared
with the population, constant also s compared with each other,
for this o_be allowed. My own calculations have been made
with care, and I have presonted the clements on which they rest.
In asserting the results, at once so awful and astounding, T de-
sire to fix upon them tho attention and scrutiny of the Academy.

These conclusions however do not rest alone on the statistics
that have been presented. The experience of courts of j
and tha equally exiensive tribaml, the body of physicians
throughout our fand, (I regret, and at the same time rejoice, Mr.
President, that this assertion is not borne out by your own cx.
tended_experience)* tend to corroborate them, and other evi-
dence of equal weight and character is at hand.

o at co tine
i vers owing o i

acos Bigelow., thea Presidentof the Academny.
feve n the oxitenas of caral Cusors ereryshe

o i
B suequenly piblily scknowisdged bowerer, Gt b
T e e e

L I
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Ficdel and Crafts on the Ethers of Silicic Acid. 155

Ta seeking for the causes of these fucts, T bave found much
that is interesting, and somewhat that I beliove to have been
hitherto unpresented.

The immense proportion of living births to the pregnancies
inthe foreign as compared with the native and protestant pop-
ulation of Massachusetts, already referred to, s 10 be_explained
by the watchful protection exervised by the Catholic_church
over fetal life. However we may regard the dogma on which
this rests, the sanctity of infant baptism, there can be no ques-
tion that it has saved to the world millions of human lives. ‘But
of the various corroborative testimony to which I have alluded,
1 o, other maerspetaining to thia ubject T shll lewhors
speak.

" Were maakind, n following the advice that has been quoted
from past and present authorities in political oconomy, content
merely to practice greater abstinence and_greater prudence in
sexual matiers, less blame could justly be laid. Bat when we find
infanticide and criminal sbortion thus justified, rendered com-
mon and almost legitimated, we may well oppose to the doctrine
of these oruel teachers the Wwords of the indeed admirable Perci.
val, ““To extinguish the first spark of life is & crime of the
same nature, both against our Maker and society, as to destroy
an infant, a child, or a man."}

ARt XVIL—Research on the Edhers of Silicic Acid ; by C. Frre-
DEL and J. M. Crarrs.

Tk determination of the atomic weight of siliciam has given
ise to more discussion than that of any other element; nor does
this astonish us, when we consider the pumber and complicated
nyaroof the compounds of silum an tho pcaliar properis
‘which separate it Irom all the other elements.

Even at the present day chemists aod mineralogists are not
agreed whether to write silica S0, or Si0,, and recently
Scheerer has published a paper, in which be brings up the old
‘argumens in favor of the latier formula, and adds to them some
vew ones, based on the study of the action of silicic acid on
carbonate of soda at & red heat, as well as on Wohler's research
on leucon.§ We will not discuss these arguments, as wo think
that a suffcient reply to them will be found in the facts brought
10 light by this rescarch, facis which are impossible to reconcile
with the opinion of Prof. Scheerer.

* North Amarian ModiooChirurg. Rview  Phiadlpi,Ja. 1659, ot s,

frientiseeh
|t e

“Kon. der Ghem. . Fharam, ez
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ART. XVL—On the Decrease of the Rate of Increase of Population
‘ot obtaining in Europe and Americu ; by Horatio Robixsox
SrtorER, of Boston, Professor of Obstetrics and tho Diseases
of Women in Berkshire Medical College.

(Read befors the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Dec. 14, 1855)*

Ix calling the attention of the Academy to some remarkable
and hitherto unexplained facts in the present history of powerful
nations, bearing upon their prosperity, progress and even their
fature existence, I beg heed to the various steps by which I shall
arrive a cerlam astounding conlusions, Of the deapest interest
to political cconomists, a8 well as to moralists.

'n many countries of Europe, it has been ascertained that the
“fecundity ” of the population, in other words the rate of its
annual increase, is rapidly diminishing.

* The abore paper,an
Tt was thought bt ¢ 0
that ‘any error eber in o ressoning gt o dtected,
wore ‘aciordingly publahed in Phiadelpbia. undr the npices of the American
Sedial Aseocibion, a8 coreltiva 1o the rport of & sommitee, of which (he
wrter s hairan, - The erent has s o fustce of hi coneisons. - Not an
Sormpt oven has been mad tn conrevers ther wislo evidence i ther faror has
o Hendily accamulaing of an overwhelming characler, - Phydians aro mow of
ana’mind m o the xitence of the i et proved.  This haa been shown by
e authorativo wsve for penersl crulation of aha o Prie Eeay of the At
Med” ‘Aseociation (Why Nov1 A Book fr Every Woman). e by the publcation

extimony by many practitioves, in iflerent pars of (he country.
tho ncrenacd erest taken in the ubiec by ihe lendivg poltical
economats of Earupe, would show {hat the time wa how rips for e discostion
B the sientfic world—t ».

“A5¢ Joum. Sor.—Secoxs Senres, Vow, XLITT, No. 125 —arce, 1807
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In Swoden,it b lossnd by anosinth i sxty.one yews; in
Proi, by 8 third in 152 yesre; i Denmrk by & foariet in
53 yous; in England, by fwo sercrtbs 1o a centiry  In Roseity
Ly 20 chth in 58 yeart; i Spam, by a sxdh 30 veur
Germony, by  tireenth i 17 yeta; and i France Oy a b
71 yeafn? Or o reduce thke acion 1 dosimala—n Swe:
den e ot o Increase has esned. b & A, Prosi by &
st o Denmark and England by & i, an i Hasso, Spai,
Germkay and Fravee by & alh, i s sngle cenury.
or convenicnes sekt, rger bl o sttt exisiog con:
coming it and Tom th sty reprsens the cKiren of
o aliged dcreae, 1 shall ks Erance o b of my oo
P France atarge, ccording o the offiial retarns s anslyzed
by Tagoyit the herest of the poprlaion, whichfrom 1801-00
i 24 e s of 13 pr cent, arosaly, rom 150646 b fallen
oraboat 3 por cxnt. e exact ratioof desree aher this poriod
12 St shiwn by the figarc thomselves, The inoroas from
Jes e 1200000
frite Secom
e Zha00o
T England during th lter periol, with  popolation of bt
one hafth s, the rvuras of the Regirar Goperl shoving
S laive increade o s resers
T 57 years fom 181754 the menn annua inress i Franco
vas o s tha 16,0005 yet i v years, rom 1846-G1, &
ad Tl ko 76,000 yearl, and from 165156 10 51,200 snd
i, with s poprlation rasging from 20 0 34 milons!
"X Compatiin of thes ks withthoss cbiining i otber i
sopean stie, will s th sbove st mors vitert

s Lt f v in B (oot R

g0 e
i s, 28 18

ey R 8
e | F, 55, 8

A similar and corroborative tabl, containing additional mat-
to,isgiven by Quetclot it dilersnces from the precedivg ars
owiog o is representing a diffrent sries of years.
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Tusts TL—Rateof inreas in Hurope (sceonling to Quetaet.

Puront.
i
103
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Legogt® brings up theso resalts to the
close of 1846, by census, and by the annual excess of births
over deaths, and is therefore more reliable.

Tunt THL—Rateof inrease in Eiurope (ssonding o Legoyt) by oot

Eogland and Scoland, 155" ttans, i
Prisia, TUs | Ao it
Sy, I | Sweden ois
Normsy: i | B oo
S, 1o |
a1V, Rate of ierese in Furope scoonln o Lagogt) by annsal exsssof
(e
TS saony, 035
T | B Lok
14 | Belgm, e
108 | Batui ot
Wortomirg 100 | Ko oo
Eopand sl Seoid, 100 | Fres, -0 o5
ek I 0w | Nammani, paid
ey Tow |

Tn four departments of France, among which are two of the
most, thriving of Normandy, the deaths actually exceed the
births.

From the above facts the general mortality not being exces-
sive, it is evident that the percentage of births to the whole pop-
ulation must b smaller in France than in most other European
countries; and from the lessened annual rate of increaso of the
populaion tha tho pereniage of biihs must bo desrusiog in
similar ratio.

From larger statistics farnished by De Jonnds, T have com-
piled the following table of the comparative ratios of births to
the population in the different countries of Europe.

Venion and dependeocies 1827, 1t0 23
Toueany 1634, °
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Tanix V—contioued,

Spui 1826, 14027 Roman States 183, .. e
Portuee 18 140278 Turkey 1655, 2
Swaden 1 i 1ot
[+ ' o
elgam 183 - T
‘Bavacia 1825, . 2
Too St 15 . 13
Holld 1532, - s
Sweden and Korvay 1w :
Demark 1855, i 1en

Tn a total population at different periods of 232,673,000, there
‘were 8,733,000 births; whence an average on the grand scale of
1 birth to every 266 individuals. X

To France, however, the ratio has been steadily lessening; as
scen by the following table.

Tuntx VL Awnual rati o Births in Fronce
T 1836-4

18 e

T 184650,

1w

The position of France as compared with the rest of Europe,

in respect to the ratio of births o the population at different po-
riods can be made still more manifest.

Tarte VIL—Comparatve roiosof Birtha in Europe

11088, Vonetian Proviacos 1827, Tus{1 o 26, Canten Lucomns 1810, Hollaad
caoy 1834 . 532

110285 Kinglon of Naples 1622-14” 1 0 228, Frame 1901

Tia 24, Toscany 1013, 1100, Swaen and Norway 1828, Bel-
Lombardy 183748, Russia16s1.| um 1632 Dk 1533

140 265, Prowia 182520 urkey 1835, Staies of the

146 25, Fronse V781, Auiria 1607, Bor Gl 1830
a1, Siily 1632, Hasorer 1835,
1w, 314, Framee 1811
derg 4o 31, France 18
Konia, 1890, Great Belai,
Seteerand 1831,
1w, . Franee 1983.31,
Norway, Holatéin 1836, Seot.
o 1651, Franee 183441
10215, P 110 35, Denmark 1810, oglaod 1831,
1w, swe Norvay 1552

Bl (0 85+, Franc 1861

Tn Paris, strange to say, the decrense in the ratio of births to
the population, though decided and steady, bus not in actual
proportion been as great as in the Empire at large; showing
that the cause, whatover it may be, is not one depending on the
influence of a' metropolis alone for its existence,

From 1817-31 there averaged in Paris 1 birth to 2687 inbab-
itants, and from 1846-51, 1 10 31.98.%

* Hosson, Les Consummaions d Pai, 1656

L . 1
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The fcts thus fur stated aro admitied by the leading statisti-
cians and political economists of the day, ignorant as they scem
of much of the evidence soon to be brought forward, and of the
conclusion to which the whole matter directly and with almost
‘mathematical exactuess may be proved o tend.
Tn France,” remarks De Jonnés, “the fecundity of the people
restrained within the strictest limits."*
“The rate of increase of the French population,” says Mill,
“is the slowest in Earope. The number of births not increasi
atall, while the proportion of births to the population s consid-
erably diminishing 't

We turn now to this country, to the commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts.

Tu the state of Massachusetts, i¢ has been found of late years
that the increase of the populition, or the excess of the births
over the deaths, has been wholly of those of recent foregn origind
Thia in 1850, and ssserted of the state at large. In 1838, it
s evident that the births within the commonwealth, with' the
usual increase, have resulted in favor of foreign parents in an
increased ratio.’§  In other words, it is found that in so fur i
dopends upon the American and native element and in the ab-
sence of the existing immigration from abroad, the population
of Massachusetts ia siationary or decrensing. This 1s shown also
to,thraten, even if w alow the forign dlement to enter the
calculation.

Tn 1850, the population of Massachusetia was by census
994,665, and the births were 27,664 in 1835 they were 52,845
and the population 1,132,389, "The proportion of births to the
population was therefore 1 to 36.in 1850, and in 1865 1 to 84;
& ratio much smaller than that obtaining in most countries of
Europe, and bat little over that of France, which in 1850 was 1
P st ks Dr. Chick: £ the h

“This result” remarks Dr. Chickering, page 49 of the pamph-
ot josk quoted; “will doabtiess surpriss many, who will haraly
think it possible. Ts it general or s it acciderital? I it be gea-
eral, how has it happened?  What causes have been in opera-
tion'to produce t? How s i to be accounted for 7" These ques-
tions have hitherto been unanswered.

Decrease in the births of a nation, its lessened rate of inorease,

+ Eliments de Statitque, p. 195.
4 Principes of Pl Eomomy. . pp. 543, 544
§ Chickiing: Comparaiive View of the Population of Bosoa, 1650. City
Decomen o o0, p e s
T5ih Registaiban Report tn the Legielaturo of Maseachusets, 1851, . 118,
T prsit st and obers uegoenly preseted. bavs compid fom
5o fourben pubihed Tegitratin Report of he Sate o Masachetis. Those
concening Now York 1 have drawe from o seics of ofiia eports, Widly fur.
iahed e by the preseat ity Ispecio, . Goo. . Morto.

L I
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10 H. R. Storer on the decreasing increase

‘must, depend, according to one writer, De Jonnds, “either on
‘physical agents, especially climate, or on the degree of civiliza-
tion of a people, their domestic and social habits” * In France,”
e again remarks, “ the climate is favorable to an jncrease of

ion, and  this obstacle, this restraint, is found. in its ad-
vanced civilization.

“This diminution of births,” says Legoyt, * in the presence of
a constant increase of the general population and of marriages,
oan bo aibuted o nothing cle than wis aod icresed foe:
sight on the part of the parent.”

it e PR L locounryman,
no downright * paysan du Danube,* both in fact and in fiction he
is mow *le rué paysan.’” That is the stago which he has reached
in the progressive dovelopment which the consitutin.of hings
has imposed on human intelligence and huiman emancipation.”

“These fuots,” he again asserts, “ are only to be accounied for
in two ways. _ Bither the whole number of births which nature
adumits of and which happen in some circumstances, do not take

lace; o if they do, a large proportion of thoso who aro born,

lie. The retardation of increaso results eitber from mortality
or pradence; from Mr. Malthus's  positive,”or from bis *preven-
tive? checs; and one or the other of these must and does exist
and very powerfully too, in all old societies, ~ Wherever popula-
tion is ot kept down by the prudence of individuals or of the
state, it is kept down by starvation or by disease.’§

But on the otber hand, it has been forgotten by these writers
that the alternative supposed does not exit in the case wo have
instanced. Marriages in France, unlike some other continental
states, are continually increasing, and starvation and discasc are
yearly being shorn of their power.

If we turn to Massachusets, these arguménts acquire addi-
‘tional force. Amid such general thrif, abundance, wealth, in &
state comparatively young and not over settled, there has been
every reason for the population, gencral avd native, as well as
foreign, to increase. Want and excessive mortality are alike ab-
sent. Emigration westward and abroad, the only apparent posi-
tive check, extensive though thia s, can by no means account for
the evident facts. Conseription, war, despotism, restraiing to
certaia extent the population of France, are all unknown to our-
selves.  With the authors quoted, we are therefore forced to a
single position, that this aunual lessening of births must be
owing, in great measure abroad, almost wholly with us at home,
to “prudence’ on the part of the community, not 15 & State, which
ever encourages population, but as individuals.

Before proceeding, I would remark that the condition of things

# Loo st pp. 194,195 Jourual den Excnomistes, 1847
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